Letter to the Editor 


Corliss Lamont 


To the Editors: 


Mr. John M. Russell has written a most 
interesting article, ‘‘Qualifying the Ideal, the 
Actual, and the Self: Dewey’s Idea of God,”’ 
in the Autumn 1988 issue of Religious 
Humanism. However, like so many other 
interpreters of John Dewey’s philosophy, he 
has made the mistake of claiming that Dewey 
incorporated the word ‘‘God”’ into his 
general philosophy. This claim is based 
primarily on Dewey’s book, A Common 
Faith. 


I was able to refute this claim in my article 
‘*New Light on Dewey’s A Commen Faith,”’ 
printed in the Journal of Philosophy, 
January 5, 1951 and reprinted in my book, 
Voice in the Wilderness, Prometheus Books, 
1974. 


In his A Common Faith Dewey states, ‘‘It is 
this active relation between ideal and actual 
to which I would give the name ‘God’.’’ In 
personal correspondence with Professor 
Dewey, he said that he should have used the 
word ‘‘should’’ instead of ‘‘would’’, and 
made clear that his redefinition of ‘‘God’’ 
stands m@rely as a recommendation for the 
meaning of the name God, and not as an 
acceptance of the word God into his 
philosophic system. John Dewey, then, was 
in no sense a theist, either intellectually or 
verbally. 


New York City 
December 1988 
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